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Van Jones, Progressive Groups Aim to Impact Mid-Term Elections with 
Local Voter Guides 

TheBallot.org provides resource for voters seeking information on candidates  
 
In a final push before the November 2 election, a broad alliance of more than 30 organizations 
and prominent progressives like Van Jones and William Upski Wimsatt are encouraging voters 
to use a new tool: TheBallot.org.  

The site allows individuals or organizations to upload their own slates of candidate 
endorsements, from the Senate and House races all the way down to the judicial level, spurring 
users to vote in races in which they otherwise might have abstained.  
 
Then, through Facebook, Twitter, e-mail and good old-fashioned photocopying, users spread 
their voter guides to friends, family and neighbors, who can bring the guides right into their 
polling places with them –accessible on their smart phones. 
 
TheBallot.org now features more than 250 user-generated progressive and non-partisan voter 
guides and endorsement slates from 42 states–and more are pouring in each day. 
 
“By empowering Americans to make their own endorsements and spread them to their networks, 
TheBallot.org is enhancing grassroots democracy,” said Jones, best-selling author of The Green 
Collar Economy. “The impact and influence that comes with endorsing a candidate is no longer 
just in the hands of the newspapers or powerful interest groups. These 21st century tools could 
make a difference in races around the country.”  
 
The League of Young Voters PAC originally piloted TheBallot.org voter guide tool during the 
2004 presidential election. That year, the site featured 147 voter guides, which more than 
100,000 voters downloaded. 



 
This year, the League of Young Voters PAC re-launched the tool in collaboration with a new 
organization, All Hands On Deck, and other partners, as a service to voters, and aimed especially 
at those individuals who were first time voters in 2008.  
  
“There’s no better get-out-the-vote tool than a homemade local voter guide. They were so 
successful in 2004, we asked the League of Young Voters PAC if we could help bring it back,” 
says William Wimsatt of All Hands On Deck. “From a school board race in Portland, Maine 
where a 21-year-old Green Party candidate won by one vote, to a governor’s race in Washington 
State, where Democrat Christine Gregoire won by 127 votes, local voter guides were a decisive 
factor around the country in 2004. We anticipate razor-close races this cycle where progressive 
voter guides, shared on Facebook and Twitter and downloaded via smart phones, can be the 
margin of victory.” 
 
TheBallot.org has already garnered widespread attention among progressives, from political hip 
hop mogul Russell Simmons, who recently tweeted about the site, to Van Jones, who co-
authored a Huffington Post piece with Wimsatt highlighting the need for progressives to 
effectively counter the right wing's use of voter guides.  
 
"Instead of wasting precious time getting offended by right-wing hypocrisy -- or even worse, 
responding with offensive anti-Christian bigotry -- go check out TheBallot.org," Jones and 
Wimsatt wrote in the Huffington Post. "Think of it like Wikipedia for progressive voter guides. 
The more people participate, the better it gets." 
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